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Under the chairmanship of Prof. Chen Shun-le of Shanghai University Take-Home Messages From the Activity Tracker

Medical Center, the 8th International Congress on SLE (systemic lupus Congress

erythematosus) met in Shanghai May 23-27, 2007. The conference Frequency of SLE in Asia and the STARTLEARNING NOW

included over 1000 medical leaders in the field from 5 continents. It Escalating Cost of Treatment

was preceded by the Chinese Academy of Rheumatology meeting, The Role of the Inmune System in the

which convened rheumatologist from all regions of China. Pathogenesis of Lupus RELATED ARTICLES
Cellular Targets for SLE Therapy

At the Congress on SLE, lectures by distinguished world experts News

summarized the "state of the art" for SLE therapy, pathogenesis, and Summary

PML More Common With Lupus Than With Other

clinical diagnosis. The conference provided an opportunity for References Rheumatic Conditions
rheumatologists to understand the different approaches to diagnosis Antimalarials Recommended for All Lupus Patients
and therapy in different parts of the world. In addition, the Lupus INFORMATION FROM INDUSTRY o )
International Patient Support Group held their meeting concurrentl Neuropsychiatric Syndromes Common With Lupus

d patients had uPp "t p.t to interact di gtl ith v Effective non-narcotic and Sjogren Syndrome
and patients had a unique opportunity to interact directly wi non-benzodiazepine treatment of
world-class rheumatologists. insomnia Articles

. . . . . . . Tacrolimus for the Treatment of Systemic Lupus

For the practicing rheumatologist, this review will focus on data on the Explore a I}ypothe.hcal case in Erythematosus With Pure Class V Nephritis
therapy of SLE as presented at the Congress. The Congress program insomnia

may be found here; abstracts for this meeting are not available online Contrgversies in Lupus Nephritis: An Expert
' ) - . i Interview with Gerald B. Appel, MD

but have been published in the journal Lupus, volume 16 (abstract supplement for Lupus Shanghai Meeting, 2007).

This report will summarize studies presented at the Congress as well as relevant recent publications on the

pathophysiology and management of SLE.

Systemic Lupus Erythematosus Patients Exhibit
Functional Deficiencies of Endothelial Progenitor
Cells

The presentations on pathogenesis included studies of cytokine pathways and possible environmental triggers;
research focused on the interactions of B cells, dendritic cells, and T cells. The cytokine and chemokine pathways are
complex but provide potential targets for therapy. Studies on B-cell depletion with biologic agents (particularly with the
anti-CD 20 antibody rituximab), with successful outcomes, were presented by many different investigators.
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